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GRAHAM SCROGGIE’S 1925 RESIGNATION (head or feet)

(1) Statement read by Graham Scroggie to the deacons’ court on 14 October 1925.

With reference to what took place at the Deacons’ Meeting on October 7th [when he raised his concerns and asked for a special meeting]: I wish to make this further Statement:-

When, in the Spring of 1916, I was invited to the Pastorate of Charlotte Chapel, I replied through the then Secretary, bringing to the notice of the deacons and the members of the Church, several matters which, I thought they might have overlooked, and in the light of which, I felt they might wish to reconsider the whole question of the Pastorate; for, I thought it only fair that they should have the opportunity.

The chief of these matters was, that a large ministry was opening to me, such as would not permit of my undertaking at Charlotte Chapel the work of pastoral visitation, except, of course, in cases of special need, such as sickness and sorrow. I said, in effect, that the church should decide carefully and deliberately whether it was my type of ministry that they required, or that ministry which is more definitely pastoral in the sense just referred to.

The reply, as you know, was to endorse the "call" which I then accepted.

Now, knowing all the facts as I do, and as no one but myself can know them, I deliberately affirm that I have, during these nine years, put the severest brake upon my outside ministry. For every invitation I have accepted, I have turned many down; and further I have declined to consider some tempting propositions which would have called me from Charlotte Chapel altogether.

And here, I wish to make two points. First, that if the Church now after 22 years wishes a pastoral ministry (for Mr. Kemp’s was no more pastoral than mine has been) it must, of course, be given the opportunity to have one. And second, that if my wider ministry had militated against the highest welfare of the Church, it were inevitable that the whole situation should be reconsidered.

The present issue has been raised by what, in his official capacity, the Church Secretary said at the Public Meeting on Oct. 5th. The text of it, I suppose, no one has, but its substance can be judged by what was said by two of the speakers who followed him that night, and also from many since. If this were the first time that such sentiments had been expressed, it might well have been regarded as a lapse from sound judgment, and passed over. But it is not the first time. Furthermore according to what Mr. Ronald said at our last meeting, this same matter was discussed by the Elders, or some of them, and in my absence from home. Then, there is the outspoken opinion of Mr. Ronald himself, which most of you heard. Had any private member made such a statement it would not have been worth considering, but coming, as it does, from an Elder of the Church, it raises the issue in an acute form, and makes it clear to me that the time has come for you to say what you think is best for the future highest welfare of the Church, and for me to say what is to be the future of my ministry. I stand in a position of entire independence, regulated only by what I believe to be the will of God for me. I am unable, at the present, to say which way the Divine hand points. The attitude of this Board and of the Church will afford guidance. If I remain, I still shall be unable to undertake pastoral work, and still must fulfil my larger ministry, consistently with the spiritual welfare of the Church. If I am to remain with you, I must have the confessed and active support of all the office bearers, and of the vast majority of the Church.


There are always some in every Church who are unspiritual and unsympathetic, and who make it more difficult for the minister to do his work, and WE can scarcely expect to be without these; but they should be given to understand that if they are not happy in their membership, they always have the opportunity to go elsewhere.


I have no desire whatever to embarrass you as the office bearers of this large Church; and certainly there is nothing further from my intention than to make a mere threat to leave. The situation is just this: Having now completed nine years work among you, and guided by certain indications of dissatisfaction in quarters, I consider the time has come for a friendly review of the situation, and a consideration of the future. Whether or not I continue my ministry here, will depend largely upon the issue of our conversations. I would like to add that I am entirely sympathetic with the view that pastoral visitation would be of great benefit to the Church, though I strongly disapprove of the way in which it has been advocated. But I want here to express my view that the place which this Church at present holds in the denomination and in the land has been created and maintained by the public ministry, and that to weaken it in that respect will be to entirely change the complexion of the work, and the standing of the Church as a recognized stronghold of aggressive evangelicalism. That, of course, is a matter which demands the most serious consideration.

(2) The Deacons written response is undated, but it should have been sent on 5th November. After opening salutations, it expressed:

the continued loyalty and appreciation of your office bearers who desire to bear their testimony to the wonderful work which you have carried on in this place since first settling among us. I was also instructed to explain to you the difficulty of the Court in the present situation which they consider has arisen out of the fact that the needs of the congregation have considerably increased during the last ten years.  It would appear that nowadays there are very many more members of the Church who come under the classification of "sick and sorrowing".

At the same time this Court takes this opportunity of unanimously reaffirming the terms of the original Contract entered into with you but trusts that in giving consideration to the future of your ministry, you will be able to help in a solution of the above difficulty which still remains with us and for the surmounting of which we as a Court are responsible to the Church. The Court asks your help and co-operation and feels convinced that under the guidance of God, we will be able to meet this need, which is a really pressing one.

The letter concluded by inviting Mr. Scroggie to a special meeting of the Deacons, a week later, to take the matter forward. 
(3) Petition to Deacons’ Court dated 16 February 1926.

We, the undersigned, being members of the Church worshipping in Charlotte Chapel desire to present our considered opinion on the present position of affairs in the Church to the Deacons’ Court. While we represent no one but ourselves, we believe that we are representative of a large and increasing number of the members of the Church. We are of opinion that

I.
For a prolonged period there is being a considerable amount of discontent in the church and that this is in great measure due to the relationship of the minister to the members.

II.
The church is now faced with a most serious crisis as there is now a complete division in it and that this cleavage is wholly due to the action of the minister and is the more regrettable in that he came to a united people (sic – no full stop, here and elsewhere)

III.
That the present crisis might have been avoided but for the precipitate act of the minister in tendering his resignation.

IV.
In the light of recent developments grave doubt can be expressed as to the genuine character of the resignation in which it is stated that “after most serious and prayerful consideration I have come to the conclusion that no alternative is left to me but to resign from the ministry of Charlotte Chapel and in doing so to serve the best interests of the Kingdom of God”

V.
The vote of the church on the Dec 3rd cannot alter the facts which the minister gave as his reasons for resigning, viz:

1.  The present demand for pastoral care 

2.  The near completion of ten years’ ministry

3.  The increasing calls that are coming to me to serve the Church of God in this and other lands.

VI.
These reasons, given after most serious and prayerful consideration, coupled with the facts that at a specially convened church meeting, over a one-third of those present were quite prepared to accept the resignation and that over half of the members did not even attend, should have been a sufficient guidance for a minister as to his future action.

VII.
While the minister desired to have his resignation brought before the church "for their acceptance with as little delay is possible" he himself has used all possible delay in informing the church as to whether his resignation still stands or whether it is to be withdrawn.

VIII.
The minister’s prolonged and delay in informing the congregation of his intention is having a most detrimental effect on the life and work of the church and, further, that it is deepening the cleavage in the congregation which before his coming was united and harmonious.

IX.
This delay indicates that the pastor of this church has failed to appreciate the intimate and honourable relationship which should exist between minister and his people.

X.
The time is ripe for bringing the present period of suspense to an end by calling together the church and placing before it, for its guidance in any action it may take, the position together with any new relative facts which may have arisen since the meeting of December 3rd.

XI.
The office bearers, so far as we can judge, have acted throughout this crisis in a correct and charitable fashion and command our sympathy, respect and confidence.

Six original signatures

16.2.26

(4) Public statement, repeated in the Record
The Rev. W. Graham Scroggie’s Resignation.

At the services at Charlotte Chapel on Sabbath, Feb. 28th, Mr. Scroggie made the following statement, which was received with great gratification by large audiences: 

It is, of course, matter of common knowledge that four months ago I tendered my resignation from the Pastorate of this Church; and that a month later, it a meeting specially convened, a majority of the Church declined to accept it.

Since then I have been in doubt as to what I should do in view of certain aspects of the situation which perplexed me, but ten days ago, action was taken by the Office-Bearers of the Church, which enables me to say, in reply to the Church’s request, that I now withdraw my resignation.

This decision has not been come to easily, for pressure has been brought to bear upon me to enter a much wider ministry; but I have come to see clearly that it would not be for the welfare of this Church for me to leave it at the present time. I shall, therefore, remain with you, and trust that our past difficulties will have served to show us the need of a more prayerful life, and of more devoted service in the future.

There is nothing that God will not do for us, if only we be united and faithful.

I would take this opportunity to thank all those who, in many ways, but especially by prayer, have helped Mrs Scroggie and me through a difficult period.

(Record, 1926, p. 41.)
